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C An Bomplyte dem- 


ded into thꝛee partes, foꝛ the dayes 
of Kogation weke. 


That all good thynges commeth from God. 


DELL CN Am purpoled this day good 
wdeuout chꝛiſten people, to declare 
vnto vou the mot deſerued pꝛaile 
and commendatton of almyghtie 
God. not onely in conſideration 
= of the marueilous creat10 of this 
woꝛld. oꝛ foz the conleruation and gouernaunce 
_ therof, wherein his great power and wyldome 
myght excellentipe appeare, to moue vs toho- 
| 102 and dꝛead Hym : but moſte ſpectally in con- 
fideration of his liberall and large goodneſle, 
which he daylp beſtoweth on vs his reaſonable 
creatures, foz whoſe ſake he made this whole 
vntuerlfall wozlde, with all the commodities 
and goodes therin. which his ſinguler good- 
nelle well a diligently remembzed of our parte. 
would moue vs (as duetie is agayne) with hear- 
tie affection to loue hym, and with wooꝛde and »4/ 
dede to mars hym, and ſerue hym all the dayes 
of our lyke. And to this matter, being ſo woz- | 
thye to intreate of, and ſo pꝛokitable foꝛ you to 1 
heare: J truſte J ſhall not nede with much cir⸗ 
cumſtaunce of woꝛdes to ſtirre you to geue pour 
attendaunce, to heare what ſhalbe ſayde, Only 
J wolde wilhe pour affection inflamed in ſecret 
Ci wyſe 
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The firſt part of the Hon) 
wyſe within pour lelfe. to raiſe vp ſome motion 
of thankes geuyng to the goodneſle of almygh⸗ 
tie God, in euery ſuch point as ſhalbe opened by 
my declaration perticulerly vnto pou. Foz els 
what ſhall it auayle vs to heare and knowe the 
great goodnes of GOD towardes vs. to knowe 
that whatloeuer is good pꝛoceadeth from hym. 
as from the pꝛincipall kountapne and the onely 
auctour, oꝛ to knowe, that whatſoeuer is ſent 
from hym, muſt nedes be good and holſome: It 
the hearyng of ſuche matter moueth vs no fur- 
ther, but to knowe it onely? What auapled it 
the wyſe men of the woꝛld to haue a knowledge 
of the power and diuinitie of God, by the ſecret 
inſprratton of hym, where they dyd not honour 
and glozifie hym in they; knowledges as God: 
what p:ayſe was it to them by the conſideratz- 
on of the creation of the woꝛlde, to beholde his 
goodnes, and yet were not thankfull to hym a- 
apne foz his creatures? hat other thyng de- 
erued this blyndneſle and foꝛgetkulnes of them 
at Gods handes, but vtter fozfakyng of hym ? 
and ſo foꝛſaken of God, they coulde not but fail 
into extreme ignoꝛaunce a erroꝛ. Ind although 
they much eſtemed them ſelues in theyz wittes 
and knowledge, and gloꝛped in they? wyldome: 
pet vaniſhed they away blindly in their though⸗ 
tes, became tooles, and peryſhed in they: folly. 
There can be none other ende of ſuche as dzaw- 
eth nygh to God by knowledge, and pet depart 


tkrom hym in vnthankefulneſle, but vtter de ⸗ 
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for R ovation weke. ; 
ſtruction. This experience ſawe Dauyd in his 


dapes. Foꝛ in his Plalme he faith: Beholde, pal. 72 


they whiche withdꝛawe them ſelues from thee 
ſhall p:rpſe, foꝛ thou haſte deſtroyed them all 
that are ſtraped from thee, This experience 
was perceiued to be true of that holy Pꝛophete 
Hieremie. O Loꝛde (ſaith he) whatſoeuer they 
be that koꝛlake thee ſhalbe confounded: they 
that departe from thee ſhalbe wꝛptten in the 
earth and lone fozgotten. It pꝛokpteth not 
(good people) to heare the goodnelle of God de⸗ 
clared vnto vs, pk our heartes be not inflamed 
thereby to honour and thanke hym. Jt p2ofy- 
ted not the Jewes whiche were Goddes electe 
people to Heare much of God, ſeyng that he was 
not receiued in theyꝛ heartes by faith,noz than⸗ 
ked fo2 His benefites beſtowed vpon them: their 
bnthankfulneſle was the cauſe of theyꝛ deſtruc⸗ 
tion. Let vs eſchewe the maner of theſe befoze 
rehearſed, and folow rather the example of that 
holye Apoſtle Saint Paule: whiche, when in a 
depe meditacion he dyd beholde the marueilous 
pzoceadynges of almyghtye God, and conſide- 
red his inkinite goodneſle.in the oꝛderyng of his 
creatures, he bꝛaſte out into this concluſion : 
Surely (ſaith he) of hym, by hym, and in him, 
be all thynges, And this once pꝛonounced, he 
ſtacke not ſtpll at this poynte, but foozthwith 
thereupon iopned to theſe wozdes ; To hym be 
gloꝛp and pꝛapſe foꝛ euer. Imen. : 
Upon the grounde of whiche wozdes of Sainte 
Cu Paule 
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The firft part of the Homyly 

Paule (good audience) J purpoſe to buylde my 
erhoztacto of this daye vnto you: wherin Jfbal 
do my endeuour. firſt to pꝛoue vnto pou that all 
good thynges cometh downe to vs from aboue, 
fromthe father ol lyght. Secondely, that Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt his tonne a our ſauiour. is the meane by 
whom we receiue his liberall goodneſle, Third- 
lye, that in the power and vertue of the holye 
ghoſte, we be made mete and able to receiue his 
gyktes and graces. Whiche thynges diſtinctlipe 
and aduiſedly conſidered tn our myndes, muſte 
nedes compell vs in moſt lowe reuerence, after 
our bounden duetie, alwayes to render hym 
thankes agayne, in ſome teſtitication of our 
good heartes fo: his deſertes vato vs. Ind that 
the intreatyng of this matter in hande, may be 
to the gloꝛpe of almyghtie GOD : let vs in one 
faith and charitie,. cal vpon the father of mercy, 
from whom cometh euery good gykt, and euery 
parfect gyft, by the meditation of his welbelo⸗ 
ued ſonne our ſauiour, that we mape be aſliſted 
with the pzeſence of his holpe ſpirite, and hol⸗ 
ſomly on both our partes todemeane ourſelues 
in ſpeakynge and hearynge, to the ſaluation of 

our ſoules, | | | 
In the begynnyng of my lpeakyng vnto pou 
good chꝛiſten people, ſuppoſe not that J do take 
vpõ me to declare vnto you the excellent power 
oꝛ the incomparable wyſedome. of almpghtie 
God, as though J wolde haue pou beleue that 
it myght be expꝛeſled vnto you by woꝛdes: Nay, 
it may not be thought that that thyng may be 
compꝛe⸗ 


for Rogation weke. - | 
tompꝛehended by mans woꝛdes, that is incom- 


pꝛehenlible. Ind to muche arrogancie it were 


toꝛ duſt and aſhes, to thinke that he coulde woꝛ⸗ 
thely declare his maker. It paſſeth karre the 
darke vnderſtandyng and wyldome of a moztall 
man to ſpeake ſuffictentlye of that diuine ma⸗ 
ieſtie, which the Aungels can not vnderſtande. 
we tall therfoze laye aparte to ſpeake of that 
pꝛokounde and inſercheable nature of almygh- 
tie God: rather ackno wledgyng our wekenefle, 
then raſhely to attempt that is aboue all mans 


capacitie to compaſſe. It ſhall better ſuffiſe vs 


in lo we humilitie, to reuerence and dꝛead his 
mateftie- whiche we can not compꝛiſe: then by 
ouermuch curious ſearching, to be ouercharged 
with the glo2p. ne (hal rather turne our whole 


contemplacion to aunfwere a whyle his good- 


nes towardes vs. wherin we fhalbe much moze 
p:ofitablye occupied. and moꝛe map we be bold 
to ſearche. To conſider this great power he is 
of, can but male vs dꝛeade and feare: to conſt- 
der his hygh wiſdome,mtghr vtterly diſcomfo2t 
our krailtie to haue any thyng ados with hym: 


But in conſideration-of his ineſtimable good- 


neſſe, we take good hearte agayne to truſte well 
bnto hym. By his goodnefle we be allured to 
take hym koꝛ our refuge, our hope and comfozr, 


dur mercpkull father, in all the courſe of our 


lyues. His power and wiſdome compelleth vs 


to take hym koꝛ God omntpotent, inutſivie, ha⸗ 


uyng rule in heauen and in earth, hauyng all 


| thynges in his ſubiection, and wyil haue none 
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1 he firſt part of the Flomyly 
in councell with him. noꝛ any to aſke the reaſon 

of his doyng. fo2 he maye do what lyketh Him, a 

none can retift him. toꝛ he woꝛketh al thinges in 

his ſecrete iudgement to his orone pleaſure,yea 

Dani. 9. even the wicked to dainnati6 (ſaith Salomon) 
Pꝛou. is by the reaſon of this nature, he is called in ſcrip 
Hebꝛ. in. ture conſumpng fyꝛe. he is called a terrible and 
fcarefull God, Ok this behalte therkoꝛe we may 

haue no familtaritie, no acceſſe vnto hym, but 

his goodnes againe tẽper the rigour of his high 
power. a malieth vs bolde, a putteth vs in hope 

that he wyll be conuerſa{int with vs, and ealpe 

vnto vs. It is his goodnes that moueth hym to 

ſay in Scripture: It is my delyght to be with 

the chyldꝛen of men. It is his goodnes that mo- 

Pꝛou. 8. yeth' hym to call vs vnto hym, to offer vs his 
frendſhyp a pꝛelence. It is his goodnes that pa- 

ciently ſuffreth our ſtraying fro hym, 4 ſuffreth 

vs long. to win vs to repentaunce. Ft is of his 
goodnelle that we be created reaſonable crea- 

tures, where cls he myght haue made vs bzute 
beaſtes. It was his mercye to haue vs boꝛne 

among the number of Chꝛiſten people, a there- 

by in a much moꝛe nyghneſſe to ſaluatio, where 

we myght haue ben bozne (pf his goodneſſe had 

not ben) among the Paynims, cleane voyde fro 

God, and the hope of euerlaſting lyfe. And what 

other thyng doth his louyng and gentle vopce, 

ſpoken in his wozde, where he calleth vs to his 
pꝛelence and frendſhippe, but declare his good- 

nes only without regarde of our wozthynelle : 

And what other thing doth ſtyꝛre him 99 vs 

o hym 
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to vs, but to thy name geue all the thanke, foz 


woꝛkes and dedes which thei w2ought in thep2 
liues, wherwith God was ſo highly pleaſed and 
woꝛchipped by them: let ſome other witneſle be 


for Rogation pee. 


to hym when we be ſtraped from hym, to ſuffer 
vs paciently, to wyn vs to repentaunce. but on- 
ly his ſinguler goodneſſe. no whit of our deſers 
uyng:? Let them all come together that be now 
gloꝛptied in heauen. and let vs heare what aun- 
were they wyll make in thele poyntes afoze re⸗ 
hearſed, whether thep2 fp:ſte creation was of 
Gods goodneſſe, oꝛ of them ſelues. Foꝛſoth Da- 
uid wolde make aunt were koꝛ them all and lay: pal. 100 
Anowe pe koꝛ ſuretie, euen the Loꝛde is God, he 
hath made vs, and not we our ſelues. It they 
were aſked agayne who ſhoulde be thanked foꝛ 
theyꝛ regencration, koꝛ they iuſtitication. and 
fo: they: ſaluacion : whether theyꝛ deſcrtes oz 
Gads.goodneſle onelp, although in this poynte 
etiery one conkeſſe ſuffictentlye the trueth of 
this matter in his owne perſon : pet let Dautd 
aunt were by the mouth of them al at this time, 
he can not choſe but ſap: not to vs. O Loꝛd, not 


thy louing mercy a koꝛ thy truethes ſake, It we 
ſhuld aſk againe.fro whens came their gloztous 


bꝛought in to teſtykye this matter, that in the 
mouth of. 11.02 .111. may the trueth be knowne, 
merely that holy pꝛophet Etay beareth recoꝛd a Car. s 
ſaith:ꝙ loꝛd.it is thou ot thy goodnes that haſt 
wꝛought all our wozkes in vs, not we ok our 
ſelues, Ind to vpholde the trueth of this mat⸗ 
ter agapnſte all Juſticiaries and dero 
whic 


1 be firſt part of the Homyly 
which rob almyghtie God of this honour, and 
aſcribe it to them ſelues, Saint Paule bꝛingeth 


2,C02.3- in his beliefe. e be not (ſaith he) ſufficient of 


Act. 17. 


our ſelues, as of our ſelues once to thynhke anpe 
thyng,but al our ableneſſe is of Gods goodnes: 
fo2 he it is in whom we haue all our being, our 
lpuyng and mouyng. It ye wyl knowe further- 
moꝛe where they had theyꝛ gyftes and ſacrifices 
which they offered continually in theyꝛ liues to 
almpghtye God, they can not but agree with 
Dauid, where he faith: Of thy lpberall hande 


Para. 9 © Lode, we baue receiued that we gaue vnto 
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thee. It this holy company therkoꝛe confeſleth 
ſo conſtantipe, that all the goodes and graces 
wherewith they were indued in ſoule, came of 
the goodneſſe of God onely: hat moze can be 
ſapde to pꝛoue that all that is good commeth 
from almightie God: Fs it mete to thynke that 
all ſpirituall goodnes cometh from God aboue 
only, and that other good thinges, eyther of na- 
ture oꝛ of foztune(as we call them) commeth of 
anye other cauſe 7 Doth God of His goodneſſe 
adourne the ſoule, with all the powers thereof, 
as it is: and commeth the gyktes of the body, 
wher with it is indued, from any other: It he 
doth the moze,can not he do the leſſe? To iuſti⸗ 
tyeaſpnner, to newe create him from a wic⸗ 


7 ked perſon, to arighteous man, is a greater act 
(laith Saint Juguſtine) then to make ſuche a 


ne we heauen and earth as is already made. We 
mult nedes agree, that whatloeuer good thyng 
is in vs, of grace, ot nature, ot foztune, is of AJ 
onlpe, 
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onlye, as the only aucthour and wozker, And 
pet it is not to be thought, that God Hath crea- 
ted all this whole vniuerſall wozld as it is. and 
thus once made, hath geuen it vp to be ruled a 
vſed after our owne wittes and deuiſe, and ſo 
take no moꝛe charge therfo:e: 4s we ſe the Ship 
w2yght, after he hath bzought his chyppe to a 
perfect ende, chen deliuereth he it to the mary- 
ners, and take no moꝛe cure therof: Naye, God 
hath not fo created the wozlde, that he is cares 
leſle of it. but he ſtyll pzeſerue it by his goodnes, 
he ſtyll ſtaye it in his creation: foꝛ els without 
his ſpectall goodneſle, it coulde not ſtande long 
in his condicion. And therefoze Saint Paule 
ſaith, that he pꝛeſerueth all thynges, a beareth 


them vp ſtyll in his wozde, lelt they choulde fall — 
without hym. to they: nothyng agapne, wherok 


they were made. It his elpeciall goodnes were 
not euerp where pꝛelent, euery creature ſhoulde 
be out of oꝛder. and no creature ſhould haue his 
pꝛopertie wherein he was kirſte created. He is 
therefo2e inuiſiblye euery where, and in euer y 
creature. and fulfylleth both heauen and earth 
with his p:efence. In the kyer to geue heate, in 
the water to geue moiſture. in the earth to geue 
kruite, in the heart to geue his ſtrength, yea, in 
our bꝛeade and dꝛynke he is to geue vs nozylhe- 
ment, where without hym, the bꝛeade a dꝛynke 
can not geue ſuſtenaunce, noꝛ the hearbe health 


as the wyſe man pla pnely con keſleth it.ſaping: api. 16. 


It is not 5ᷣ increaſe of fruites that feadeth men. 
but it is thy woꝛde (© Loꝛde) which pꝛeſerueth 
CCi them 
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them that truſt in thee. Ind Moiles agreeth to 
the ſame when he ſaith : Mans lyke reſt eth not 
in bzead only, but in euery wozde which pꝛocea⸗ 
deth out of Goddes mouth. Ft 1s neither the 
hearbe noz the plaiſter that geueth health of 
Sapi. 16. them ſelues: but thy wozde, O Lo2de(ſaith the 
Wiſeman) which healeth all thynges. It is not 
therfoze the power of the creatures which woꝛ⸗ 
keth their effectes : but the goodnelle of GOD 
which wozketh in them. Jn his woꝛde truelye 
doth all thynges conſiſke. By that ſame woꝛde 
that heauen and earth were made, by the ſame 
are they vpholden, maintapned, and kept in oꝛ⸗ 
* Pet. 3 der(ſaith Saint Peter) and ſhalbe tyll almpgh: 
tie God ſhall withdꝛa we his power from them, 
# ſpeake they diſlolution, It it were not thus, 
that the goodnes of God were effectually in his 
creatures to rule them: howe coulde it be that 
the mayne ſea, ſo ragyng and labozyng to ouer- 
flow the earth. could be kept within his bondes 
& bankes as it is? That holy man Job euidently 
ſpyed the goodnes of God in this point, and con- 
feſſed it: that if he Had not a ſpectall goodnes to 
the pꝛeſeruation of the earth, it coulde not but 
ſhoꝛtly be oucrflowed of the ſea. Powe coulde it 
be, that the Elementes ſo dpuers and contrary 
as they be among them ſelues,fhoulde yet agree 
> abyde together in a concoꝛde, without deſtruc⸗ 
tion one of another to ſerue our vſe: pk it came 
not onely of Gods goodneſſe ſo to temper them? 
Ho we could the fir2not burne and conſume all 
thynges, if it were lefte looſe to go „ it 
| wolde, 
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wolde, and not ſtayed in his ſphere by the good- 
nelle of God, mealurablpe to heate theſe inkeri⸗ 
our creatures to thepz rppynge? Conſider the 
huge ſubſtaunce of the earth, ſo heauy a greate 
as it is: howe coulde it ſo ſtande ſtablye in the 
place as it doth,'yf Goddes goodneſſe reſerued it 
not ſo foꝛ vs to trauell on? It is thou O Lo2de, 8 
(ſaith Dauid)whiche halte founded the earth in Bilal . 
his ſtabilitie. and duryng thy woꝛde it ſhall ne- 
uer rele oꝛ fal downe. Conſider the great ſtrong 
beaſtes and kylſhes. karre paſſyng the ſtrength of 
man: ho we fierce ſoeuer they be and ſtrong, yet 


by the go 


vs, but are vnder our ſubtection and ſerue our 
vſe. Of whom came the inuention thus to ſub- 
due them a make them kit koꝛ our commodities? 
was it by mans b2ayne?o2 rather this inuenti⸗ 
on came by the goodnes of God, which infptred 
mans vnderſtanding to haue his purpoſe of eue | 
ry creature: Who was it (faith Job) that put (} 
wyll-# wiſdome in mans head, but God only of | | 
his goodneſle:Ind as the ſame ſaith agapne: J Job. 32. 


perceaue 


the inſpiration of thealmightie that geueth vn⸗ 
derſtandyng. It coulde not be verely (good chꝛi⸗ 
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odnes of god they pzeuaile not againſt 


that euery man hath aminde,but it is 


ble) that man of his owne witte vnhol- 


pen. chou 


all craftes and ſctences,ercepte the goodneſle of 4 
Almpghtye GOD hadde bene pzeſente with 7 
men, and hadde ſtyꝛred they: wyttes and ſtu⸗ 
dyes of purpoſe to knowe the natures and 
diſpoſition of all his creatures, to ſerue vs 


d inuent ſo manpe # diuers deutſes in 


¶ ¶ ii ſufkt⸗ 
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The firſt part of the Homyly 
fufficientlpe in our nedes and neceſſſftes 2: pea, 
not onelp to ſerue our neceſlities, but to ſerue 
our pleaſures and delyght, moꝛe then necellitie 
requireth. So lpberali is Gods goodneſſe to vs 
to pꝛouoke vs to thanke hym, pk any heartes we 
haue. The wyſe man in his contemplacion by 
hym ſelfe coulde not but graunte this thyng to 
be true, that J reaſon vnto pou, In his handes 


api. 7. (ſaith he) be we. and our wozdes, and all our 


wiſdome, and all our ſciences and wooꝛkes of 
knowledge. foꝛ it is he that gaue me the true in. 
ſtruction of his creatures, both to knowe the 
diſpoſition of the wozlde, and the vertues of the 
elementes, the begynnpng and ende of tymes. 
the chaunge and dtuerfities of them, the courſe 
of the pere, the oꝛder of the ſtarres, the natures 
of beaſtes, and the powers of them, the power 
of the wpndes. and thoughtes of men, the diffe- 
rences of planettes. the vertue of rootes, and 
whatſoeuer is hyd and ſecrete in nature, J lear- 
ned it. The artiftcer of all theſe taught me this 


apt. 9, wildome. Ind further he ſaith: noho can ſearch 


out the thynges that be in heauen,foz it is hard 
fo2 vs to ſearch fuch thinges as be on earth, and 
in daylye ſyght afoꝛe vs. Foꝛ our wittes and 
thoughtes (ſaith he) be imperkect. and our pol- 
lictes vncertaine. No man can therfoze ſearche 
out the meanyng in theſe thpnges.ercepte thou 
eueſt wiſdome, and ſendeſt thy ſpirite from as 
oue. It the wyle man thus confeſleth al theie 
thynges to be of GOD, why thoulde not we ac- 
knowledge it? and by the knowledge of it. to 
conſider 


for R oration weke. 
conſider our duette to Godwarde, to geue hym 
thankes foꝛ his goodnes. J perceiue that J am 
karre here ouercharged with the plentie and co⸗ 
pye of matter. that myght be bꝛought in koꝛ the 
p:ofe of this cauſe. It I choulde enter to hewe 
howe the goodnes of almyghtte God appeare 
euerp where in the creatures of the wozlde,how 
maruelous they be in they creation. how bew⸗ 
tified in theyꝛ oꝛder. howe neceſlarye they be to 
our vſe : all with one voyce mult nedes graunte 
theyꝛ aucthour to be none other but almpghtye 
God, his goodneſle muſte they nedes ertoll and 
magnifie euery where: to whom be all honoz 
and glozy foz euermoꝛe. 


¶ The ſecond part of this 
Homplpe. 


the fozmer parte of this Pomplye 


( good chziften people) J haue declared 
\\ to your contemplation the great good: 
A neſſe of almyghtie God in the creation 
of this wozlde, with all the furniture therof, foz 
the vſe and comfozt of man, wherby we might 
the rather be moued to acknowledge our duetie 
agayne to his Maieſtie. And J truſte it hath 
wꝛought not onelpe credite in you, but allo it 
hath moued pou to render pour thankes ſecrete⸗ 
ly tn pour heartes to almyghtpe God koꝛ his lo⸗ 
uyng kyndnes. But pet peraduenture ſome wpl 


ſay, 


Job. 22. 
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faye that they can agree to this, that all that 
is good pertapnyng to the ſoule, oz whatſocuer 
is created with vs in bodpe, houlde come from 
GOD, as from the aucthour of all goodneſle, 
and from none other: But fo2 ſuche thinges 
as be without them both, J meane ſuche good 
thynges whiche we call goodes of fo:tune, as 
ryches, aucthoꝛitie, promotion, and honour: 
Some menne maye thynke that they ſhoulde 
come of our induſtrie and diligence, of our la⸗ 
bour and trauell, rather than ſupernaturally, 
Nowe than conſyder good people, yt anye auc⸗ 
thour there be of luche thynges concuxrante 
with mannes labour and indeuour : were it 
meete to aſcribe them to anye other then to 
Gob? Is the Paynim Yhiloſophers and poetes 
dyd erre, whiche toke Foꝛtune and made her a 
goddeſle to be honoured fo2 ſuche thynges? God 
tozbyd (good Chꝛiſtian people) that this ima⸗ 
gination ſhoulde earneſtelpe be recetued of 
vs, that be woꝛchyppers of the true GOD, 
whoſe wooꝛkes and pꝛoceadynges be expꝛelled 
manpkeſtelye in his woꝛde. Theſe be the opi⸗ 
nions and ſayinges of Jnfidelles, not ot true 
Chꝛiſtians. Foz they in deede (as Job maketh 
mention) beleue and ſaye, that GOD hath his 
reſidence and reſtynge place in the cloudes, and 
conſyder nothynge of our matters. Epi⸗ 
cures they be that imagine that he walketh a⸗ 
bout the coaſtes of the heauens, and haue no 
reſpecte to theſe infertour thynges : but that 
all theſe thynges ſhoulde pꝛoceade * by 
chaunce 
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chaunce and at aduenture, oz elles by diſpoſi- 

tion of foztune, and Godde to haue no ſtroke in 

them, What other thynge is this to ſaye, then 

as the foole ſuppoſeth in his heart, there is no 

God? hom we ſhall none other wyſe repꝛoue, Pal. 14, 

then with Gods owne woꝛdes by the mouth of 

Dauid : Heare my people(ſaith he) koꝛ J am thy Pal. 59 

God. chy very God: All the beaſtes of the wood 

are mpne, Shepe and Oren that wandzeth on 

the mountaynes. J haue the knowledge of all 

the fowles of the ayꝛe: the bewtie of the field is 

my handy wozke, mine is the whole circuite of 

the wozlde, and all the plentie that is in it. 

Ind agayne by the Pꝛophete Jeremie: Thin⸗ Hier. z. 

keſte thou that J am a God of the place nye me 

(ſaith the Lozde) and not a God farre of ? Can 

à man hyde hym ſelfe in ſo ſecrete a coꝛner, that 

Jthallnot ſeehym 7 Do not J fulfyl and reple: 

nythe both heauen and earth, ſaith the Loꝛde: 

whiche of theſe two ſhoulde be moſte beleued? 

Foztune., whom they paynt to be blynde of both 

eyes. euer vnſtable and vnconſtant in her whele 

in whoſe handes they ſay theſe thynges be: O? 

God, in whoſe handes and power theſe thynges 

be in deede, who koꝛ his trueth a conſtance was 

pet neuer repꝛoued. Foꝛ his ſyght loketh tho⸗ 

rowe heauen and earth, and ſeeth all thynges 

p:eſentlye with his eres? nothyng is to darke 

02 hydden from his knowledge, not the pꝛiuie 

thoughtes ot mens myndes. Trueth it is that 

of GOD ts all ryches, all power, all aucthoꝛi⸗ 

tie, all Healthe, wealthe , and W 
9 


Pia. 104 


Pꝛou. 10. 


l. Reg. 2. 


Hiere.9. 
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of the which we ſhoulde haue no parte without 
his lyberall diſtribution, and except it came fr 
hym aboue. Dauid fy2ſt teſtitieth it of rychcſle 
and poſſeſſions: It thou geueſt. good lucke tizey 
tall gather. and pt thou openeſt thy Hande, they 
ſhalbe full of goodes, but yf thou turneſte thy 
face they ſhalbe troubled, Ind Salomon ſaith: 
It is the bleſſyng of the Loꝛde that maketh rich 
men. To this agree that holye woman Anne. 
where lhe ſaith in her long: Jt is the Loꝛd that 
maketh the pooꝛe and maketh the ryche. it is he 
that pꝛomoteth and pulleth downe, he can raiſe 
a nedye man from his miſerte a rom the dunge 
hyll, he can lyft vp a pooze perſonage to ſit with 
pꝛinces and haue the ſeate of gloꝛve, fo all the 
coaſtes of the earth be his. Nowe pt any man 
wyll aſke what ſhall it auayle vs to knowe that 
euery good gykte, as of nature and foztune (ſo 
called) and euery perfect gyfte, as of grace, con- 
cernyng the ſoule, to be of God, a that it is his 
gykt onely: Fozſoth koꝛ manye caules is it con- 
uenient fo2 vs to knowe it. foz ſo ſhall we know 
(pf we confeſle the trueth) who ought iuſtlye to 
be thanked foꝛ them. Our pꝛyde ſhalbe thereby 
abated,percetuing nought to come of our ſelues 
but ſinne and vyce: pf any goodneſle be in vs. to 
referre all laude and pꝛapſe fo2 the ſame to Fl- 
myghtye God, It ſhall make vs not to auaunce 
our ſelues befoze our neyghbour, to deſpiſe him 
koꝛ that He hath fewer gyftes.ſeyng God geueth 
his gyftes where he wyll: Jt (hall make vs by 
the conſideration of our gyftes, not to Fe 

| ſfelues 


ann aA es TS ks 
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ſelues b:foze our neyghbours : It (al make the 
wyle man not to gloꝛp in his wyſdome, noꝛ the 
ſtrong man in his ſtrength. noꝛ the ryche to glo⸗ 
ry in his rycheſle. but in the lyupng God which 
is aucthour of all theſe, Leſt pf we ſhould do fo, 
we might be rebuſied with the woꝛdes of Saint 
Paule: hat haſt thou that thou haſt not recei⸗ 
ued: and pf thou haſt receiued it. why gloꝛpeſt in 
thy ſelfe, as though thou hadſte not recetued it 7 
Co confelle that al good thinges commeth from 
almightie God, is a great poynt of Wildome mp 
krendes: koꝛ ſo conkellpng, we knowe whyther 
to reſo2t fo: to haue them if we want, as Saint 
James bid vs. ſaying: It any man wanteth the 
gykt of wil dome, let him alke it of god that geue 
it. and it chalbe geuen hym. As the wiſeman in 
the want ot ſuch a lyke gylte, made his recourſe 
to God koꝛ it. as he teltifieth in his booke. Ikter 
I linewe (ſaith he) that otherwyſe J coulde not 


be chaſte except God graunted it: Ind this was 
(as he there wzyteth) hye wplſedome to knowe 
whoſe gpfte it was: J made halle to the Lo2de, 
t earneftlp belought hym euen from the rootes 


of my heart to haue it. J wolde to GOD (mp 


krendes) that in our wantes and neceflities, 


We 


wolde go to God as Saint James byds and as 
the 1Byſeman teacheth vs that he dyd. J wolde 


we beleued ſtedkaſtly that God only geusthe 
It we dpd, we wolde not ſeke our want and 


m 
ne⸗ 


| Ceſſifte of the deuyll and his miniſters ſo ofte as 
we 
her 

go 


we do, as dayly experience declareth it. Foꝛ if 
ſtande in necellitie of coꝛpoꝛall health: whyt 
CCC i . 


i. Co. 4 


Jacob, i. 


Sapl. &- 
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The ſecond part of the Homyly 
go the common people, but to charmes, witch⸗ 
craftes and other deluſions of the deupll? Ff 
we knewe that God were the aucthour of this 
gylte, we wolde onelp vſe his meanes appoyn- 
ted, and byde his leylure tyll he thought it good 
koꝛ vs to haue it geuen. It the Marchaunt and 
woꝛldlpe occupier knewe that God is the gyuer 
of ryches, he wolde contente hym ſelfe with ſo 
muche as by tuſte meanes appꝛoued of God, he 
coulde gette to his Iyupng, and wolde be no ry- 
cher then trueth wolde ſuffer hpm,he wolde ne⸗ 
uer pꝛocure his gapne and aſke his goodes at 
the deupls hande. God foꝛbyd pe wpll ſay,that 
anye man ſhoulde take his ryches of the deuyll. 
Uerely, ſo manye as tncreaſe them ſelues by 
vſurye, by ertozcion, by periurp, by ſtealth, by 
deceites and crafte : they haue thep2 goodes of 
the deupls gyfte. And all they that geue them 
ſelues to ſuch meanes, and haue renounced the 
true meanes that GOD hath appopnted: haue 
fozfaken hym, and are become woꝛſhyppers of 
the deuyll, to haue theyꝛ lukers and aduaunta- 
ges. They be ſuche as kneele downe to the de- 
uyll at his byddyng and woꝛchpppe hym: koꝛ he 
pꝛomiſeth them koꝛ ſo dopng. that he wyll geue 
them the woꝛlde and the goodes therein. They 
can net otherwpſe better ſerue the deupU, then 
to do his pleaſure and commaundement. And 
his motion and wyll it is to haue vs foꝛſake the 
trueth, and betake vs to falſehood. to lpes, 
and periuries. They thereioze whiche beleued 


perfectly in thex2 heart that God is to be pun 
re 
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red and requeſted fo2 the gpfte of all thpnges 
neceſſarye, woulde vſe no other meanes to re- 
lieue theyꝛ neceſſities but trueth and veritie, 
and woulde ſerue GOD to Haue competen- 
cie of all thynges neceſſarye. The man in his 
nede woulde not relieue his want by ſtealth, the 
woman wolde not relieue her necellitie and po⸗ 
uertie, by geuyng her body to other in adultrye 
fo: gapne, Ik God be the aucthour in deede of 
Iyfe, health, ryches, and welfare : let vs make 
our recourſe to hym as to the aucthour, and we 
ſhall haue it ſaith Saint James. Pea, it is hye 
wyldome by the yÞyſeman therefoze to knowe 
whoſe ayfte it is. Foz manye other ſkylles is it 
wyſdome to knowe and beleue that all goodes 
and graces be of God as the aucthour. Mhiche 
thynge well conſidered, muſte needes make vs 
thynke that we ſhall make accoumpte koꝛ that 
which God geueth vs to occuppe. And therfoze 
ſhall make vs to be moꝛe diligent well to ſpende 
them fo Gods gloꝛpe, and to the p:ofyte of our 
nepghbour : that we may make a good account 
at the laſte, and be pꝛayſed foꝛ good ſtewardes: 
That we may hearetheſe woꝛdes of our Judge: 
Wel done good leruaunt and faithful, thou hafk 
bene faythfull in lyttle, J wyll make thee ruler 
ouer much, go into thy maſters toy. Beſydes, to 
beleue certainely God to be the aucthour of all 
the gitftes that we haue, (hall make vs to be in 
ſcilence and pacience when they bee taken a⸗ 
gapne from vs. Foꝛ as God of his mercye doth 
graunte vs them to vie: So otherwhyles 
¶ ¶ C ii he 


The ſecond part of the Homyly 
he doth 1uieipe take them agapne from bs, to 
pꝛoue our pactence, to exercyſe our fapth. and 
by the meanes of the takynge awape of a ſewe, 
to beſto we the moꝛe warely thoſe that remaine, 
to teach vs to ble them the moꝛe to his glozy af: 
ter he geueth them to vs againe. Manx there be 
that with mouth can ſay, that they beleue that 
God is the aucthour of euery good gift that thei 
haue: But in the tyme of temptacton, they go 
backe from this beltefe. They ſay it in woꝛd, but 
denpe it in deede. Conſider me the vſage of the 
woꝛlde, a ſe whether it be not true. Beholde the 
ryche man that is indued with ſubſtaunce,yf by 
anye aduertitie his goodes be taken from hym, 
how fumeth and fretteth he! howe doth he mur- 
mure a dilſpeireth! He that hath the gift of good 
reputacion, pt his name be any thyng touched 
by the detractour. ho we vnquiet is he? how bu- 
ſpe to reuenge his deſpite? It a man hath the 
gift of wiſdome. & koꝛtune to be taken of ſome 
euil wyller foꝛ a fole, is ſo repozted: how much 
doth it greue him to be fo eſtemed:? Thynke ye 
that theſe beleue conſtantly that God is the aus 
thour of cheſe gyktes? It they beleued it verely, 
why ſchuld they not paciently ſuffer God to tale 
a wape his ayftes agayne, whiche he gaue them 
freely and lent koꝛ a tyme ? But pe wyll ſaye: J 
could be content to reſigne to God ſuch gyktes. 
yl he toke them againe from me: but nowe are 
they taken from me by eupll chaunces and falſe 
{b:ewes, by naughty wzetches, howe ſboulde J 
take this thyng pactently?To this map 1 

ere, 
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fwered, that almpghtie God is of his nature in⸗ 
viſible, # commeth to no man viſiblpe after the 

aner ot᷑ man,to take awape his gyftes that he 
lent. But in this point, whatſoeuer God doth, 
he bꝛingeth it about by his inſtrumentes oꝛdei⸗ 
ned therto. He hath good aungels, he hath euyl 
aungels: he hath good men. a he hath eupl men. 
he hach Hayle a rayne, he hath wynde and thun- 
der, he hath heate 4 colde. Innumerable inſtru⸗ 
mentes hath he, # meſſengers. by who againe he 
aſketh ſuch giktes as he committeth to our truſt 


as the Wiſeman confeſleth ; The creature mult api. ic 


nedes wayte to ſerue his maker, to be fierce a⸗ 
gaynſt vniuſt men to their punibement. Foꝛ as 
the ſame aucthour ſaith : He armeth the crea- 
ture to reuenge his enemies. And otherwhyles 
to the pꝛobation of our faith ſtirreth he vp ſuch 
ſtozmes, And therkoꝛe by what meane a inſtru⸗ 
ment ſoeuer God tabe fro vs his giftes, we muſk 
pacientlpe take Gods iudgement in wozth, and 
acknowledge him to be the taker and geuer, as 


Job ſatth : the Loꝛde gaue and the Loꝛde toke, 39-6 


when pet his enemies dꝛoue his cattell away, a 
when the deuyl tlewe his childzen, and afflicted 
his body with a greuous lickeneſſe. Such mcke- 
nes was in that holy kyng and pꝛophet Dauid, 
when he was reuiled of Semer in pꝛelence of al 
his hoſte. he toke it paciently and reuiled not a- 
gaine. but ſapd: as conteſſing God to be the auc⸗ 
thour of his innocencie a good name, and offe- 
ring it to be at his pleſure. Let him alone (ſaith 


he) to one of his knightes that wold haue reuen 2 Ne. 15 


ged 
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ged ſuch deſpite, koꝛ God hath cõmaũded him to 
curſe Dauid: Ind peraduẽture God intend ther 
by to render me ſome good turne koꝛ this curſe 
of him to dape. And though the mimiſter other⸗ 
whiles doth euil in his act, pzoceding of malice: 
pet koꝛſomuch as God turneth his eupll act to a 
p:ofe of our pacience. we ſhoulde rather ſubmit 
our ſelfe in pacrence,then to haue indignatio at 
gods roo, which peraduenture whe he Hath coꝛ⸗ 
rected vs to our nurcour, he wyll caft it into the 
fy:e as it deſerueth. Let vs in line maner truely 
acknowledge al our gyktes a pꝛerogatiues to be 
ſo Gods giftes, that we ſhalbe readye to refigne 
the vp at his wyl a pleaſure againe. Let vs tho- 
roughout our wholl liues conkeſſe al good thin- 
ges to come of God. of what name 4 nature ſoe- 
uer they be:not of theſe coꝛruptible thinges on⸗ 
Iye, wherof J haue now laſt ſpoken, but much 
moꝛe of all ſpirituall graces behoueable foꝛ our 
loule:mithout whoſe goodnes no man ts called 
to faith oz ſkayed therein (as J ſhall Hereafter in 
the nert part of this Bomilp declare to pou.) In 
the meane leaſon fo:get not what hath already 
ben ſpoken to you, foꝛget not to be confozmable 
in pour iudgementes to the trueth of this doc- 
trine, a fozget not to pꝛactiſe the ſame in the hol 
fate of your lyfe: wherby pe ſhall obtayne that 
blelling pzomiſed by our ſautour Chꝛiſt. Bleſſed 
be thei which heare the woꝛd of god, a fulfilleth 
it in life: which bleſſing he graunt to vs al, who 
reigneth ouer al, one God in trinitie, the father 
the ſonne, and the holy ghoſte, to whom 
be all Honour and gloꝛp foz euer. 


¶ The * — part of this 
Hompip. 

Pꝛomiſed to pou to declare that al ſpt- 

e giftes and graces commeth ſpe- 


cially from God. Let vs conſider the 
trueth of this matter, and heare what 
15 teſtified kyꝛſt of the gyft of fapyth. the kyꝛſt en⸗ 
try into the Chꝛiſtian lyfe, without whiche no 
man can pleaſe God. Fyꝛſte Saint Paule con- <yye... 
feſleth it plainly to be Gods gift, ſaying : Faith 
is thegyft of God. Ind againe S. Peter ſaith: 1. Petr. t 
Jt is of Gods power that pe be kepte thzougy 
faith to faluation. It is of the goodnes of God 
that we foulter not in our hope vnto him. It is | 
berely gods wozke in vs the charitie wherwith — 
we loue our bꝛethꝛen. At after our fal we repent e | 
it is by him chat we repẽt. which reacheth koꝛth : e 
his mercykull hand to raiſe vs vp. Jf any wyll — — 
we haue to ryſe, it is he that pꝛeuẽteth our wyl, 
and diſpoſeth vs therto. Ik after contricion we 
feele our conſcience at peace with God thoꝛowe 
remiſſion of our ſinne, a ſo be reconciled agatne 
to his fauour.a hope to be his childꝛen x tnhert- 
tours of euerlaſtyng lyfe : who wozketh theſe 
great miracles in vs: our wozthynes? our deſer- 
uinges c endeuours? our wittes a vertue? Nare 
berelp: Saint Paule wyll not ſuſter fleſh a clay 
to pꝛelume to ſuch arrogancie, a theretoꝛe ſaith, 
All is of God, which haue reconciled vs to hym 
ſelfe by Jeſus Chꝛiſte: koꝛ God was in Chꝛyſte 
when he reconciled the woꝛlde vnto hym lelte. 
GOD the father of all mercye wꝛought this 
bygh benefite vnto vs, not by his owne * 
u 


Rom. 7. 


Ephel.“. 
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but by a meane. by no leſie meane then his only 
beloued ſonne, whom he ſpared not from any 
payne and traucll that myght do vs good. Foz 
vpon hym he put our ſinnes. vpon him he made 
our raunſome, hym he made the meane betwixt 
vs and hym lelte, whoſe mediation was fo ac⸗ 
ceptable to God the father thzough his pꝛotoũd 
and perfect obedience: that he toke his acte fo 
a full ſatiſiactionof al our diſobedience and re- 
bellion : whole ryghteouſnes he tokic to waye 
agapnſte oure ſynnes : whoſe redemption he 
wolde haue ſtande agaynſte oure damnation, 
In this pointe what haue we to muſe within 
our ſelues good frendes 2 IJ thinke no leſle then 
that which ſaint Paulſatd in the remebzaunce 
of this wonderful goodnes of God. Thankes be 
to almightie God, thoꝛowe Chziſte Jeſus our 
Lo2d: fo2 it is he foꝛ whoſe ſake we receiued this 
hye gift of grace. Foꝛ as by him ( beyng the euer⸗ 
laſting wiſvom)he wꝛought all the woꝛlde, and 
that is contepned therein: fo by hym onely and 
wholly wolde he haue al thinges reſtoꝛed again 
in heauẽ a in earth. By this our heauenly medi⸗ 
atour therkoꝛe do we nowe the fauour a mercy 
of God the father, By hym kno we we his wyll 
and pleaſure towardes vs: fo2 he is the bꝛyght⸗ 
neſle of his fathers gloꝛp.a a very cleare Image 
and patterne of his ſubſkaunce. It is he whom 
the father in heauen delyghteth to haue fo2 his 
welbeloued ſonne, whom he aucthoziſed to be 
our teacher, whom he charged vs to heare, ſay- 
ing: heare him, Jt is he by whom the _— of 

eauen 


for Rogation weke. 
heauen doth bleſſe vs with all ſpirituall and 
heauenlye gyftes : koꝛ whoſe fake and fauour 
( wꝛyteth Saint John) we haue recetued grace 
and kauour. To this our Sauiour and media⸗ 
tour, hath God the father geuen the power of 
heauen and earth, and the whole iuritdiction 
and aucthoꝛitie to diſtribute his goodes a giftes 
committed to him. Foꝛ ſo wꝛyteth the Apoſtle: 
Co euery one of vs is ae accoꝛdyng to 


the mealure ot᷑ Chꝛiſtes geuyng. And therupon 
to execute his aucthozitie committed. atter that 
he had bꝛought ſinne and the deuyll to captiut- 
tie, to be no moꝛe hurttull to his members: he 
aſcended vp to his father agayne, & from thence 
ſent liberall gyktes to his welbeloued ſeruaun- 
tes, and hath ſtyll the power tyll the woꝛldes 
ende to diſtribute his fathers giftes continually 
in his Churche, to the eſtablychement and com- 
foꝛt therof, Ind by hym hath almightie God de- 
creed to diſſolue the wozld,to call all befoze him, 
to iudge both the quicke and the dead. And ki⸗ 
nallye, by hym (ball he condemne the wicked to 
eternall fire in hell, and geue the good eternall 
iyfe, and ſette them aſluredly in pꝛetence with 
him in heauen koꝛ euermoze. Thus ye ſee howe 
all is of God by his ſonne Chꝛiſt our Loꝛde and 
Sauiour. Remember J ſape once agapne pour 
duetie of thankes, let them be neuer to wante, 
ſtyli ioyne your lelfe to continue in thankes ge- 
uyng. ve can offer to GOD no better ſacrifice, 
Fo he ſaith himtelte: Jt is the ſacrifice of pzaiſe 
and thankes that ſhall honour me. Whiche 
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thing was well perceiued of that Holy Pꝛophet 
Dauid when he ſo carneftlpe ſpake to him ſelfe 
thus: O mp loule bleſſe thou the Loꝛd, and all 
that is within me bleſſe his holy name. J ſaye 
once againe, O my ſoule bleſle thou the Loꝛde, 
and neuer foꝛget his manyfolde rewardes. God 
geue vs grace (good people) to know thete thin⸗ 
geg, c to feele them in our heartes. This knows 
ledge and feelyng is not in our ſelfe, By our ſelf 
it is not poſſible to come by it: and great pitie 
tt were that we ſhoulde loſe ſo pꝛotkitable know: 
ledge. Let vs therefoze mekely call vpon that 
bountitull ſprrite the holy ghoſt, which pꝛocea⸗ 
deth from our father of mercy, from our medi⸗ 
atour Chꝛiſt.that he wolde alliſt vs and inſpire 
vs with his pꝛelence, that in him we may be a- 
ble to heare the goodneſle of God declared vnto 
vs to our ſaluacion. Foz without his liuely and 
ſecrete inſpiration can we not once ſo much as 
ſpeake the name of our mediatour, as Saint 
Paule playnely teſtifieth. No manne can once 


1.Co2. 22 name our Lo2de Jeſus Chꝛiſte, but in the holpe 


ghoſte : muche lefle houlde we be able to beleue 
and know theſe great miſteries that be opened 
to vs by Chꝛiſte. Saint Paule ſaith, that no 
man can knowe what is of God, but the ſpirite 


{.Co2,2, of God : A's foꝛ vs (ſaith he) we haue receiued 


not the ſpirit of the wozld, but the ſpirite which 
is of God. Foz this purpoſe: that in that holpe 
tpirite, we myght knowe the thynges that be 
geuen vs by Chꝛiſt. The wiſeman ſatth,that in 
the power and vertue of the holy ghoff _ all 

WS ildome 
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wildome and all habilitie to knowe God and to 
pleaſe hym. Foꝛ he wꝛyteth thus: e knowe 
that it is not in mans power to gupde his go⸗ 
inges, no man can knowe thy pleaſure excepte 
thou geueſt wyſdome, and ſendeſt thy holpe ſpt- 
rite from aboue: Sende hym downe therefoze 
(pzayeth he to God) from thy holy Heauens,and apt. 9. 
from the thꝛone of thy mateſtie, that he may be 
with me a labour with me. that ſo A may know 
what is acceptable befoze thee. Let vs with ſo 
good hart pꝛay as he did. a we ſhal not fayle but 
to haue his aſliſkatice , Foꝛ he is ſone lene of the 
that loue hym, he wyll be found of the that ſeke 
hym: foz very Ipberall a gentle is the ſpirite of 
wiſdome, Jn his power ſhall we haue ſufficient 
abilitie to know our duetie to God. Jn him (hal 
we be comfo2ted a couraged to walk in our dues 
tie, Jn him ſhal we be mete veſlels to receiue the 
grace of almightie god. foꝛ it is he that purgeth 
and purifieth the mynd by his ſecrete bas 
t he only is pꝛeſent euery where by his inutſiblte 
power, # conteyneth all thinges in his domini⸗ 
on. He illightneth the heart to conceiue wozthy 
thoughtes of almightie God. Ye ſitteth in the 
tongue of man to ſtirre him to ſpeke his honoꝛ. 
No language is hydde from him, foꝛ he hath the 
knowledge of all ſpeach. He only miniſtreth ſpi⸗ 
rituall ſtrength to the powers of our ſoule and 
body. To holde the way which God hath pꝛepa⸗ 
red koꝛ vs, to walke rightly in our tourney, we 
muſte acknowledge that it is in the power of 
his ſpirite whiche helpeth oure infirmitie, 
CCCCi4 that 


" 
— 


The third part of the Homyly 


that we may boldly come in pꝛayer and call vp- 

Gala. 4. on almyghtie God as our father : Jt is by this 
Rom. 8. holpe ſpirite whiche maketh intercellſton foz vs 
with continuall ſighes. Jf anye gyfte we haue 
wherwith we may wozke to the glozy of GOD 
and pꝛokyte of our neyghbour : all is wzeught 
by this one and ſelfe ſame ſpirite, whiche make 
his diſtributtons peculierly to euery man as he 
wyll. It any wyldome we haue, it is not of our 
ſelues, we can not gloꝛy therin, as begon of our 
ſelues : but we ought to glozye in GOD from 
whom it came to vs, as the Pꝛophete Dieremy 
piere. 9. Wzyteth : Let hym that retoyſeth, reiopce in 
this, that he vnderſtandeth and knoweth me, 

fo2 J am the Loꝛd which ſheweth mercy, iudge⸗ 

ment, and rpghteouſneſle in the earth: koꝛ in 

theſe thynges J delyght ſaith the Lozde. This 
wyldome can not be atteyned but by the direc- 

tion of the ſpirite of God, and thertoꝛe it is cal- 

led ſptrituall wyldome: And no where can we 

moze certainly ſearch foz the knowledge of this 

wyll of God (by the whiche we muſte directe all 

| our woꝛkes and dedes) but in the holpe Serip⸗ 
1 tures, Foz they be they that teſtikie ot him taith 
4 Jobn. 7. our Sauiour Chꝛiſte. It mape be called know⸗ 
ö ledge and learnyng that is other where gotten 
out of the woꝛde: but the wiſeman plapnelpe 
teffifieth that they all be but vayne which haue 

api. i3. not in them the wildome of God. me le to what 
5 vanitie the olde Philoſophers came vnto, whi⸗ 
N che were deſtitute of this ſcience gotten and ſer- 
E c(hed koꝛ in his wozde, we ſeẽ what vanitie the 
ee es eee Scoole 
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Scoole doctrine is mired with, koꝛ that in 
this woꝛde they fought not the wyll of God, 
but rather the wyll of reaſon, the trade of cu- | 
ſtome.the path of the fathers, the pꝛactiſe of ,, ....-t 
the Church, \Lette vs therfoze reade and re- - 
uolue the holy Scripture both daye a nyght: 5.1. 
koꝛ bleſſed is he that hath his wholl meditaci⸗ Egal. 15 
on therin. It is that. that geueth lyght to our 
feete to walke by. It is that whiche geueth pal. 10. 
wiſdome to the ſimple and ignoꝛaunt. In it 
mape we kynde eternall lpfe. In the holpe John.s. 
Scriptures fynde we Chztſte, in Ch2yft fynde | 
we God.Fo2 he it is that is the expꝛelle image : Hebe. 
of the father : He that ſeeth Chꝛiſte, ſeeth the zohn. 4 
father, Ind contrarywyſe, as Saint Hierom ierom 
ſaith : the * of Scripture is the ig⸗ 
noꝛaunce of Chꝛiſt. Not to knowe Chꝛiſte, 1s 
to be in darkneſle in the myddes of our wozld- 
lye and carnall lyght of reaſon and Philoſo- 
hie. To be without Chile, is to be in foo- Colod. : 
pchenes, koꝛ he is the onely wyldome of the 
father, in whom it pleaſed hym that all ful- 
nelle and perfection ſhould dwel: with whom 
whoſoeuer ts indued in heart by faith, a roo⸗ 
teſt faſt in charitie, hath lapde a ſure founda⸗ 
tion to butlde on, whereby he may be able to 
compꝛehende with all Saintes, what is the Ephef. 3 
bꝛeadth. and length. and depth. and to knowe 
the loue of Chꝛiſt. This vntuerſall and abſo- 
lute knowledge, is that wil dome which laint 
CCCC iii Paule 
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Paule wyſlhed theſe Epheſians to haue, as 
vader heauen the greateſte treaſure that can 
be obtepned. Foz of this wyldome, the ye: 
man wꝛptech thus of his experience: ail good 
thynges came to me together with her, and 
innumerable rycheſle through her handes, 

And addeth moꝛeouer in that ſame place: ſhe 
is the mother of all theſe thynges, foz the is 
an infinite treaſure vnto men: which, who 
ſo vſe, become partakers of the loue of God. 
JF mygyt with manye woꝛdes moue ſome of 
this audience to ſearche foꝛ this wyſdome, to 


lequeſter thep2 reaſon, to folowe Gods com⸗ 


maundement, to caſt from them the wittes of 
theyꝛ bzapnes, to ſauour this wyldome, to re⸗ 
nounce the wyldome and pollicie of this fond 
wozld, to taſt and ſauour that wherunto the 
fauour a wyil of God hath called them: And 
wylleth vs kynallp to eniope by his fauour pf 


we ſwolde geue eare. But J wyll haſte to the 


thyꝛde part of my text, which as it kolo weth 
in woꝛdes moze plentitully in the text which 
J haue laſt cited vnto pou, wherein is expꝛel⸗ 
ſed further in Sapience, Howe God geueth 
his electe in vnderſtandyng of the motions of 
the heauens, the alteracions a circumſtaun⸗ 
ces of the tyme : So it mult nedes followe in 
them that be indued with this ſpirituall wil⸗ 
dome. Foꝛ as they can ſearche where to kynd 
this wiſdome, and know of whom to afke - 

| 0 
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ſo now they againe that in time if is found, 
and can therefoze attemper them ſelfe to the 
eccaſton of the time, to ſuffer no tyme to paſle 
away wherin they mape labour koꝛ this wil⸗ 
dome. And to rncreaſe therein, they bnowe 
howe God of his infinite mercye and lenitie 
geueth all men here tyme and place of repens 


taunce. Ind they ſe ho we the wicked (as Job zob, 24. 


wꝛyteth) abuſe the ſame to theyꝛ pꝛyde: and 
therfoze do the Godly take the better holde of 
the tyme, to redeame it out of ſuch vle as it is 
ſpoyled in by the wicked. They whiche haue 
this wil dome of God, can gather by the dili⸗ 
gent and earneſt ſtudye of the woꝛldlynges of 
this pꝛeſente Ipfe, howe they wapte thepz 
tymes, and applye them ſelues to euery occa⸗ 
lion ot tyme to get ryches, to increaſe theyꝛ 
landes and patrimonie. They ſee the tyme 
paſle awaye, and therefoze take holde on it in 
ſuch wyſe, that otherwhyles they wyll with 
the lofle of theyꝛ clepe and caſe, with ſuffring 
many papnes, catche the offer of they: tyme, 
knowyng that that whiche ts once paſte, can 
not be returned agapne: Repentaunce mape 
kollo we, but remedy is none. Why (ould not 
they then that be ſpirituallye wyſe in their 
8 wapte thevꝛ tyme to increaſe as 

afte in they: ſtate to wynne and gapne euer⸗ 
laſtynglye? Chey reaſon what a bꝛute Wander 
fulneſle it were iñ m̃ãn indued with reaſon, 
5 | to 
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to be ignoꝛaunte of theyꝛ tymes and tydes, 
when they lee the Turtle doue, the Stozke, 
and the Swaliowe, to wayte they tymes as 
Hieremp ſaith. The Stoke in the ayze know 
eth her appopnted tymes, the Turtle and 
the Crane, and the Swallowe, oblerue the 
tyme of thepz commpng, but mp people kno⸗ 
weth not the iudgement of the L ozde. Saint 
Paule wy lleth vs to redeme the time, becauſe 
the dayes are euyll : Jt is not the counſell of 
Saint Paule onlp, but of all other that euer 
gaue pꝛeceptes of wiſedome. There is no 
pꝛecepte moꝛe ſeriouſly geuen and commaun⸗ 
ded then to knowe the tyme : pea, Chꝛpſtyan 
men. koꝛ that they heare howe greuouſly God 
complayneth and th:eatneth in the Scrip- 
tures them whiche wyll not knowe the tyme 
ot his viſitactons: are learned thereby the ra⸗ 
ther earneſtlp to applpe them ſelues thereun- 
to, After our Sauiour Chꝛiſte Had pꝛopheli⸗ 
ed with wepynge teares of the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem : at the laſte he putteth the cauſe: 
Foꝛ that thou haſte not knowen the tyme of 
thy viſitacton. O Englande which canſt not 
noꝛ wylli not ponder the tyme of Gods mercy- 
full viſitacion.ſhewed thee from dap to dap. a 
pet wyl not regard it. neyther wplt thou with 
his punyſhement be duuen to thy duefte, no2 
with his benefites be pzouoked to thikes :;Jf 
thou kneweſt what may fall vpon the foz thy 
vnthank⸗ 


for R ogation weke. 
vnthankefulneſle, thou wouldeff pꝛoupde ko: 
thy peace, : 
Bꝛethꝛen, howeſoeuer the wozlde in generali⸗ 
tie is fozgetfull of God, let vs perticuleripe at- 
tende to our tyme, and wynne the tyme with 
diligence, and applye our ſelues to that lyght 
and grace that is offered vs. Let vs, yf Goddes 
fauour and iudgementes whiche he wozketh in 
our tyme, can not ſtirre vs to call home to our 
ſelte to do that belong to our ſaluation: At the 
leaſte waye, lette the malyce of the deuyll. the 
naughtyneſle of the wozlde, which we ſee exer⸗ 
ciſed in theſe peryllous and laſt tymes, wherein 
we ſee our dapes ſo daungerouſly fette, pzouoke 
vs to watche diligentipe to oure vocation, to 
walke and goo fo2zwarde therein, Lette the 
miterie and ſhozte tranſitozye iopes ſpyed in 
the caſualtie of oure dayes, moue vs whyle 
we haue them in our handes,4 ſeriouſly ſtirre 
bs to be wyle, and to expende the gracious 
good wyll of GOD to vs warde, whiche all 
the daye longe ſtretcheth out his handes (as the 


Pꝛophete ſaith) vnto vs. foꝛ the moſte parte his Ear. s: 


mercyfull handes, ſometpme his heaup handes, 
that we beyng learned thereby, may eſcape the 
daunger that muſte needes fall on the vniulte, 
who leadeth they: dapes in kelicitit and plea⸗ 
ſure without the knowynge of Goddes wyll to⸗ 
warde them, but ſodeynely they go downe into 
hell. Lette vs be founde watchers, founde in 
the peace of the Loꝛde: and that at the laſte = 
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we mape be kounde without ſpotte, and blame- 
leſſe: pea let vs endeuour our ſelues good Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian people, diltgentlye to kepe the pꝛelence of 
his holye ſpirite. Let vs renounce all vnclean⸗ 
neſle : koꝛ he is the ſpirite of puritie. Lette vs a- 
uopde all hipocriſie : foꝛ this holpe ſpirite wyll 
flee from that whiche is kayned. Caſt we of all 
malpce and eupll wyll : fo2 this ſpirite wyll ne- 
uer enter into an eupli wyllynge ſoule. And 
lette vs caſte away all the wholl lumpe of ſinne 
that ſtandeth about vs: fo: he wyll neuer dwell 
in that bodye that is ſubdued to ſynne. Me can 
not be ſene thanketfull to almyghtye God, and 
wozke ſuche deſpyte to the ſpirtte of grace, by 
whom we be ſanctifted. It we da our endeuour 
we (hall not neede to feare : we ſhalbe able to 
ouercome all our enemies that fyght agapnſte 
vs. Onelp let vs applye our ſelte to accepte the 
grace that is offered vs, Of almyghtye GOD 
we haue comfo:te by His goodneſle : Of oure 
Sautour:Chyſtes mediation we map be ſure, 
And this holye ſpirite wyll ſuggeſte vnto vs 
that halbe wholſome, and conkirme vs in all 
thynges. Theretoꝛe it can not be but true that 
Saint Paule affirmeth: Ot hym. by hym, and 
in hym be all thynges, and in hym after this 
tranſitozye lpłe well paſſed,ſhall we haue all 
thynges. Foz Saint Paule ſaith: when the 
Sonne of GOD ſhall ſubdue all thynges vnto 
hym. then ſhall GOD be all in all. Ik pe wyll 
knowe howe GOD lhalbe all in all: * 
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after this fence may ye vnderſtande it. Jn this 


woꝛlde ye fe that 2 be fayne to boꝛrowe many 
thynges to our neceſſitie of manye creatures: 
there is no one thyng that ſuffyſeth all our ne- 
ceſſities. Jf we be an hungred, we luſte foz 
bꝛeade. Jf we be a thyꝛſt. we ſeke to be refreſ- 
ſhed ok ale oꝛ wine. Ff we be colde, we ſeke 
fo: cloth. It᷑ we be ſicke, we lenke to the Phili⸗ 
tion. Jf we be in heauineſle, we ſeke fo2 com⸗ 
foꝛt of our frendes oꝛ of company, ſo that there 
is no one creature by hym ſelfe that can content 
all our wantes and deſyzes, But in the wozlde 
to come in that euerlaſtyng felicitie, we (hall 
no moze begge and ſeeke oure perticuler com- 
fo:tes and commodities of dyuerſe creatures: 
but we ſhall poſſeſſe all that we can aſke and 
deſpze in God. And GOD ſhalbe to vs all thin- 
ges. he ſhalbe to vs both father and mother, he 
ſwalbe bzeade and dꝛynke, cloth, Phiſitians 
comfozte, he ſhall be all thynges to vs: and 
that ofmuche moze bleſſed faſhion, and moze 
ſuffictente contentacion then euer theſe crea- 
tures were vnto vs, with muche moze delecta- 
cion then euer mannes reaſon is able to con- 
ceaue. The epe of man is not able to beholde, 
noz his eare can heare, noꝛ it can be compaſſed 
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in the heart of man what ioye it is that GOD |, Coꝛ. . 


hath pꝛepared koꝛ them that loue hym. 
Lette vs all conclude then with one 
vopce with the woozdes of Sainte m_—_ 
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